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Purpose of the program

The strategic goal of the American MD (USMD) program is to train
internationally competitive and competent, highly-skilled physicians
having knowledge, ability, and behaviors required for postgraduate
training and specific training courses in the health professions, while
being inspired to develop compassion, curiosity, tolerance and
commitment to patients and society, dedication to life-long learning and
an understanding of the vital role of research in healthcare.

More detailed purposes of the program are presented below:

+ Ability to apply deep and substantial knowledge of biomedical,
behavioral, social, clinical sciences and fundamental principles of
medical fields in high quality patient care;

* Appropriate, relevant and effective diagnosis, management and
emphasis of patient health problems with effective patient-
centered care

* Effective communication applying interpersonal and professional
communication skills

+ Participate/cooperate in improving public health effectiveness
through patient and population-centered effective care that a
student provides in accordance with current professional and

ethical values within the existing/current legislation




* Independently obtain, critically analyze and apply scientific and
clinical innovation to deal with clinical problems of societal
importance.

+ Continuous improvement of one's activities/enterprise and
professional development based on the principles of continuous

professional development

Admission criteria

Persons who have a high school or equivalent education and have passed

the Unified National Admission Exams and are in possession of the

relevant certificate are eligible for admission to the American MD

Program. Also, admission requirements include results from Unified

National Admission Exams, in prioritized subjects with their appropriate

grades predetermined by the university.

The required grade for English language for Georgian citizens is more than

85%, in Georgian language, Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Mathematics

— more than 70%.

The right to study without passing Unified National Exams on the

program is determined by the Law on Higher Education - Article 52.

Paragraph 3. Specifically:

Due to supporting prospective students and students’ needs formability,

studying in educational institutions without passing Unified National

Exams is governed by the regulations of the Ministry of Education and

Science of Georgia in a predetermined period. Students eligible for

National Exam waiver must belong to one of the following groups:

a. Foreign citizens and non-citizens who have received full high school or
equivalent education abroad;

b. Georgian citizens who have received full high school or equivalent
education abroad and completed the last 2 years in a foreign, English
Speaking country;

c. Persons who study/studied and have accumulated ECTS credits from a
foreign country’s high educational institution recognized in accordance

with the legislation of the country.

Enrolling in the program through the mobility process is permitted after
the completion of one academic year of study. Mobility is possible twice a
year, in the periods established by the Ministry of the Education and
Science of Georgia, compulsory procedures approved by the Act of the
Director of National Centre for Educational Quality Enhancement and in

accordance with the rules established by the University.




Teaching and learning methods

American MD Program is an integrated medical education program. The
program consists of modules/clerkships in which horizontal, vertical and
spiral integration is achieved.

Achieving the learning goals in the frame of the American MD Program
is reached by integration of theoretical and practical teaching,
development of clinical and communication skills: in the beginning by
using simulators (manikins) and simulated patients and later in the clinical
environment. While teaching, applying modern technologies is chief
priority.

A student - oriented teaching approach assures students’ active
involvement in the study process.

The pre-clerkship block of the curriculum uses interactive lectures and
other forms of active learning (small groups, flipped classrooms, team-
based learning, discussions, empirical studies, projects, etc.) to fully
engage students in the educational process. There is a focus on case-based
solving and problem-based learning. Early clinical work allows students
to apply classroom learning at the bedside. A clinical simulation and
standardized patient program provide opportunities for our students to
further refine their clinical skills.

Creating small groups is a helpful opportunity to engage student by using
of different forms of teaching: interactive lectures, seminars; teaching in
clinical environments; use of simulated scenarios and equipment, as well
as standardized patients; role playing; laboratory teaching; presentations,
etc.

Bedside teaching is the main teaching format during clinical phase of the
curriculum alongside to the didactic lectures, small group discussions,
CBL, PBL, PICO Presentation, etc.

Assessment system of student

performance

The university uses the European system of credit transfer and
accumulation (ECTS), which is based on learning outcomes, the
transparency of the study process and is oriented to the student. The goal
of this system is promoting planning learning units, implementation,
assessment/recognition of study units, and also student mobility.

Credit reflects the amount of work (one credit is equal to 30 hours) needed
to complete a specific learning component and achieve learning outcomes.
Credits are distributed among all components of the educational program.
Study course (subject) is for a one- semester. Student's assessment
maintains interim assessment and final examination assessment; in total,
100 points. Student is allowed to take final exam if the interim evaluation
and minimal passing point of exam is equal or more than 51 points (the

final assessment for getting credit should not be less than 51). Student is




rated at a maximum of 40 points on the final exam. The final exam will be
considered passed if the student collects at least 24 points out of 40.
Student Assessment System includes five types (A, B, C, D, E) of positive
and two types (Fx and F) of negative assessments.

A) Excellent — 91-100 points;

B) Very good - 81-90 points;

C) Good - 71-80 points;

D) Satisfactory - 61-70 points;

E) Enough - 51-60 points;

FX) Did not pass - 41-50 points; The student is allowed to an

additional exam with an independent work.

F) Failed — 40 points; The student should retake the subject again.
In case of negative assessment (Fx), the student is allowed to have an
additional exam at least in 5 days after the final exam.
During the knowledge and skills assessment process oral, test, combined
exams, objective structured clinical exam (OSCE), presentations,
coursework / thesis are used. Assessment of learning outcomes at the
completion of basic medical education includes not only theoretical

knowledge but also practical skills.

Learning outcomes

The learning outcomes are based on the specifications of the National
Benchmarks of Medical Education in Georgia and also the accreditation
standards for educational programs of higher education. The learning
outcomes of the program are grouped in 3 different part/competencies:
Knowledge and understanding (1), skills (2-13), autonomy and

responsibility (14) and are represented as:

1. Field-Specific Knowledge: Biomedical, Behavioral, Clinical, Social
Sciences and Fundamental Principles of the field
Carry out a consultation with a patient
Assess clinical presentations, order investigations, make
differential diagnoses, and negotiate a management plan

4. Providing first aid in emergency medical situations (First aid and

resuscitation measures)

Drug prescription

Conducting Practical Procedures

Communicate effectively in a medical context

The use of Ethic and Legal Principles in Medical Practice

Y ® N oV

Evaluation of psychological and social aspects regarding patients’
disease

10. The use of knowledge, skills and principles based on evidence




11. Use information and information technology effectively in a
medical context

12. Ability to apply scientific principles, method and knowledge to
medical practice and research (LO 12)

13. Implementation of health promoting events, engage with public
healthcare issues, efficient performance within the healthcare
system

14. Professionalism

Sphere of employment for graduates

Possibility of independent medical practice for the graduates — Medical
Doctors — is regulated by employer’s country legislation.

Graduates of the program have a right for scientific and academic activity.
A person with a diploma of an academic degree of medical doctor has the
right to continue his/her studies in doctoral degree, or take special course
of professional training (residency).

Those students, who will have passed the both steps of American Medical
Licensing Exams (USMLE) will have the right to participate in the
competition for the residency in United States of America.

In Georgia, by the Law of Georgia On Medical Activity (Article 17), a
person (citizen of Georgia or of a foreign country) graduated from the
accredited higher medical institution and obtained relevant diploma has
the right to:

Take the post-graduate professional training (clinical residency) course in
particular medical specialty and after successful passing unified
certification examination, obtain the license for independent medical
practice in this particular specialty;

Undertake research and pedagogical practice in the theoretical or other
fields of health care;

Work as junior physician (junior doctor). Junior physician works in a
university hospital, clinic or other approved medical institution and is

supervised by a clinical tutor.
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