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he Thilisi State Medical University (TSMU) is a major
T center for higher medical education in Georgia with al-

most 100 years of development history. The high stan-
dard of education and student-oriented environment
maintained over the years equally attracts young people from
the country, as well as from many parts of the world. Currently,
there are over 5000 Georgian students and more than 2300
international students from 68 countries of the world, including
India, Sri Lanka, Turkey, EU countries, the US, Canada, Israel,
Australia and atc. Thousands of graduates work successfully in
leading clinics and medical institutions in Georgia and around
the world.

We spoke with Professor Zurab Vadachkoria, the Rector of
the Tbilisi State Medical University about the university’s new
education programs and international partnership. Here are the
insights he shared:

Prof. Vadachkoria, How is the high standard of education
implemented and maintained at the Tbilisi State Medical
University?
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° Hundred Years’ Medical Education
* The most demanded medical school

* More than 8000 students, including over 2300 foreigners from 68 countries

¢ Joint educational programs in collaboration with leading universities and clinics

¢ Short and Long-Term International Mobility Programs in Diploma Course, Masters and PhD Levels

* More than 120 partner universities and university clinics from more than 40 countries around the world

¢ Individual mobility training programs

* Erasmus + Exchange Program at 27 leading European Universities
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The role and responsibility of the Tbilisi State Medical Uni-
versity is huge and respected for ensuring adequate health
care for our country’s population. Whilst performing this sig-
nificant mission, the Thilisi State Medical University is guided
by the basic determinative principles of its activities which are:
Academic degree of knowledge and researches, Democracy,
Elective and transparent management bodies, and Academic
freedom amongst academic staff and students.

The implementation of our high standards of medical edu-
cation ensures the successful development of traditional edu-
cational programs at the Tbilisi State Medical University. Our
relations with our international partners, our many years of ac-
ademic experience, and the objective to honorably overcome
the modern challenges of medical service are pushing us to
take bolder and more innovative steps.

The Thbilisi State Medical University attaches great impor-
tance to the development of a student-oriented educational
system, in contrast to the teacher-oriented system (which does
not depend on time and the priority is based on the stance
that the professor knows what to teach to the student). The
student-oriented approach pays much more attention to plan-
ning the curriculum, focusing on the compatibility of the study
program to the student according to their future social and pro-
fessional role in the society.

Therefore, one of the mechanisms of evaluation of our edu-
cational programs and indices for quality implementation is the
study of evaluation of students and graduates, and the critical
analysis of the results. For this purpose, our Quality Assurance
Service has developed a number of target questionnaires and
criteria which, are used actively alongside students in the in-
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terpretation of quality service. All these determines the correct
planning of the curriculum, the effectiveness of its implementa-
tion, unbiased results, studying of the measurable criteria, and
the existence of the evaluation process chain.

Each member of our university’s society — academic person-
nel, administrators, students, graduates — had, have, and will
have the opportunity to achieve professional perfection and con-
tribute to the development of the Thilisi State Medical University.

In recent years, many innovative programs have been im-
plemented in cooperation with international partners at the
Thilisi State Medical University. Tell us about these programs.

Before | start discussing the programs, | would like to point
out that at the authorization council session, after listening and
reviewing the evaluation of the experts and the university’s argu-
ment, we arrived at the decision to give a maximum assessment
of full compliance and authorization of the Tbilisi State Medical
University, in line with the authorization requirements. Also, the
issue of granting vocational education programs was positively
decided upon.

As for the new academic programs, in recent years, at the
Thilisi State Medical University, we added the following pro-
grams:

* Medlical Djploma — an American program which
/s implemented in partnership with the University of
Emory (Aflanta, US).

* Public Health and Management Bachelor Pro-
gram — implemented in partnership with the Acad-
emy of Management and Performance, UniMan
(France). Upon graduation, the djploma will be is-
sued in Georgian and in French. Also, in cooperation
with UniMan, a Master's Program on Public Health
Management and Health Policy was created.

¢ Tyrol clinics educational center of the Western
Union — AZW and Tbilisi State University joint ed-
ucational program for nurses. The program allows
Georgian nurses fo master the profession according
fo European standards, get internships, and gain

-
-
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International experience in Austrian clinics.

* In 2018, the Tbilisi State Medical University estab-
lished a new International Medlical Facully fo creafe an
even more comiortable environment for international
students to get education in our university.

Therefore, the successful courses under the undergraduate,
postgraduate and continuous professional education, masters
and PhD programs, make the Tbilisi State Medical University
attractive not only for Georgian students but also for youths
around the world.

What is the role of TSMU in the international education
Area?

Thilisi State Medical University is a full-fledged member of
the European Education Area, which means it plays an active
role in the functioning of this educational system, determining
the development directions and realizing them, establishing free
and close scientific and study contacts with foreign education,
and scientific and clinical centers.

Currently, TSMU is partner with more than 120 universities
and university clinics in more than 40 countries. Our cooper-
ation with them is regulated by bilateral agreements and / or
joint international projects (ERASMUS+, MEVLANA, HORISON
2020). Annually, more than 300 students, resident, academic
and administration staff, participate in the short and long-term
international mobility programs at undergraduate, master and
PhD levels.

The Department of International Relations is one of the most
significant structural units of the Thilisi State Medical University
and its main goal is to support the internationalization process
of the university, and this further implies the development of
international relations on a global scale. English language ed-
ucational programs at the Thilisi State Medical University have
more than 20 years of development history.

Foreign citizens get education in English since 1996 — at the
faculty of medicine. The same has been in effect since 2008
— at the faculty of physical medicine and rehabilitation; since
2013 — at the faculty of pharmacy; since 2017 — at the faculty
of dentistry. Since 2012, Russian language programs — doctor
of medicine and doctor of dental medicine - have been enacted
for foreign citizens at the medicine and dentistry faculty.

The Thilisi State Medical University (TSMU) is a full member
of the following international organizations and associations:

« European University Association - EUA

e Magna Charta Universitatum

» The Association for Medical Education in Eu-
rope AMEE

e The International Association of University Pres-
idents - IAUP

e The European Medlical Students’Association
EMSA

e International Federation of Medical Students’
Associations IFMSA

e Eurasian Silk Road Universities Consortium
- ESRUC
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« International Scientific Innovative Technological
Consortium of Higher Medlical Instifutes and Phys-
/ical Education and Sport Institutes

Thifisi State Medical University closely cooper-
ates with the following organizations.

« World Health Organization WHO

» World Federation for Medical Education WFME

» Educational Commission for Foreign Medical
Graduates ECFMG

* Academic Union Oxford

« German Academic Exchange Service DAAD

« The United States Agency for International De-
velopment USA/ID

« The United Nations Population Fund - UNFPA

« The International Association of Surgeons, Gas-
froenterologists and Oncologists - IASGO

« The American Austrian Foundation/ Open Med-
ical Institute - AAF/OM/

« Centers for Disease Control (CDC)

» The Association of Schools of Public Health in
the European Region (ASPHER)

The Thilisi State Medical University is included in WHO and
IMED international search engines. TSMU graduates are able
to work in any country after acquiring the relevant license test
/ screening tests (USMLE, PLAB, YOK, And etc.).

Since 2012, the Tbilisi State Medical University has suc-
cessfully implemented program that have prompted the in-
vitation of leading professors from universities in the USA,
European Union countries, Great Britain, Turkey, and Israel.
Within the framework of this program, from 2012 — 2018, up
to 500 visits have been made by foreign professors to the
Thilisi State Medical University. Within the visit, the profes-
sors delivered thematic lectures in different fields of basic
and clinical medicine, made consultations, and charitable
operations in TSMU university clinics.

The Thilisi State Medical University has interesting and dy-
namic educational programs, qualified professors, an effective
management, a high standard of education and internalization
of activity, and a modern educational-research infrastructure.
These are the determining factors of our growth and success
on the international level. [l
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