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Thilisi State Medical University

Administration, Academic and
Representative Boards and Professors
congratulation on the new academic
year!

To begin a new academic year is a
very special moment for eveyone with
its new programs, new students and
expections. The new academic year is

most important for the first year
sudents, that is why | would like to
congratulate them on behalf of Thilisi
State Medical University and wish them
good luck on theway of the professional
development and bright future!

We have abig responsibility to save
human life, which needs high
professionalism and hard work.

Dear students and collegued!

| would like to congratulate and
extend my appreciation to the
University Academic Staff, whose
everyday work is the key of our
university high-raking and continious
development. | am surethey will work
again with faith and responsibility in
this upcoming year to train future
doctors, to develop medical science and
patient care, and will continue successful
clinical work.

My warmest congratulations to our
foreign medical students, which will be
more than 1400 students in this
academic year. It is very important that
in last three years the number of the
foreign exchange students at Thilisi
State Medical University has increased
seven fold. The geographic area of our
university is broad —including 42
nationalities that are studing at our
university.

The project, initiated by the
President of Georgia, is still continuing

successfully at Thilisi State Medical
University. The goal of the project isto
invite well respected professors of
different specialties from the United
States, the countries of the European
Union, the Great Britain, Turkey and
Israel. Since March of 2012, 73 foreign
professors have visited and delivered
lectures at Thilisi State Medical
University. Within the structure of the
project, 36 foreign professors will start
to work with us at the beginning of the
2012-2013 academic year. | would like
to greet and thank them for their
collaboration! The program is very
important for the students, residents and
professors of our university.

Thisacademic year we congratul ate
our numerous suppoters and partners,
who contribute to the progress and
development of Thilisi State Medical
University. Relatively, our success is
their success, too.

Together, we will follow our
universitiesfamous academic traditions,
to bring educational and highly-qualified
doctors and nurses, pharmacists and
health care workers. United we will
protect civil, professional and ethical
principles. We will work hard to
maintain the good reputation of doctors
and teachersin our field, and we will be
in the service of our country.

We have many obstacles and serious
challenges ahead of us, but | am sure,
we will overcome al of these problems
with hard work and intelect.

The Thbilisi State Medical
University administration, students,
teachers and professors will do
everything they can for the future of
medicinein Georgia.

Pr of essor

ZURAB VADACHKORIA,
Rector of Thilist Sate
Medical University

Thilisi State Medical
University offers
educational programs
leading to all three
academic degrees:

- One — cycle educational program
leading to MD degree, running in Geor-
gian, Russian and English

- US Medical Doctor (Doctor of
Medicine Degree (MD)) program

- One — cycle educational program
in Stomatology running in Georgian,
Russian and English

- Bachelor’s program in Public
Health

- Joint Georgian - French undergrad-
uate program in Public health and man-
agement —(awarding double Georgian and
French diplomas) running in Georgian,
Russian and English

- Bachelor’s program in Pharmacy
running in Georgian, Russian and English

- Bachelor’s program in Physical
Medicine and Rehabilitation, running in
Georgian, Russian and English

- Bachelor’s program for Nurses run-
ning in Georgian, Russian and English

- Bachelor’s program for Midwives
running in Georgian, Russian and English

- Master’s program in Public Health

- Master’s program in Public Health
Administration and Management

- Master’s program in Epidemiolo-
gy and Environmental Medicine.

- Master’s program in Health Pro-
motion and Healthy Education

- Master’s program for Adviser in
Rehabilitation

- Master’s program in Pediatric Re-
habilitation

- Master’s program in Industrial Phar-
macy

- Master’s program in Pharmaceuti-
cal Analysis

- Master’s program in Pharmaceuti-
cal Management

- Master’s program in Pharmaceuti-
cal Cosmetology and Perfumery

- Doctoral programs in Medicine

- Doctoral programs in Stomatolo-
)%

- Operator of Medical and Pharma-
ceutical Devices (professional education
program).

HISTORY OF TBILISI STATE MEDICAL UNIVERSITY

The University was solemnly opened
on 8th of February, 1918 (old style 26th
of January), the day of remembrance of
the Georgian King David the Builder. Since
that, this day remains one of the most
significant events in the history of the
nation.

The founders of the Georgian Univer-
sity well understand the importance of in-
troduction Higher Medical Education. The
primary initiator of the university foun-
dation, the reverend Professor IvaneJava
khishvili, had been speaking about the rea-
sons of establishment of Medical Faculty
“We still need to carry out research on the
endemic flora and fauna in our country.
Many human diseases have various char-

acters and most are as yet unstudied. Con-
sequently, scientific workers at our Uni-
versity’sMedical and Natural Sciences Fac-
ulties have a broad challenge area

The first Rector of University Pro-
fessor PetreMelikishvili was an active sup-
porter of medical faculty creation. On the
meeting of “Georgian Physicians and Nat-
ural Sciences Society” (12th of October,
1917), he has expressed his opinion about
the necessity of opening the medical and
natural sciences faculty.

On February 27th, 1918, University
Professors Faculty Council confirmed the
exigency of creation of Medica Faculty.
In June 17th, the same Council of Geor-
gian doctors and Natural Scientists in the
presence of the Chairman SpiridonVirsal-
adze decided to open Mathematics-Natu-
ral Sciences and Medical faculty.

In June 10, 1930 the Thilisi State
University wasreorganized and Thilisi State
Medical University was founded. This has
become a powerful stimulus of develop-
ment Higher Medical Education and Med-
ical Sciencesin Georgia.

Thilisi State Medical University at the
foundation consisted of three faculties:
Medical- Preventive (including Division
of Stomatology), Sanitary- Preventive and
Pharmacochemistry.

During the 80 years long history of
the University in different periods of time
were founded and functioning the follow-
ing faculties: Paediatrics (since 1931), Sto-
matology (since 1936), Military Medicine
(since  1993), Medical-Biology
(sincel994), Psychosomatic medicine and
Psychotherapy (sincel996).

To date Thilisi State Medical Univer-
sity has five faculties: Medicine, Stoma-
tology, Pharmacy, Public health, Physical
medicine and rehabilitation. Thilis State
Medical University runs four Higher Edu-

cation Programs. General Practice Nurse, 'Y“

Midwifery, Medical Devices Technician,
and Pharmacy Technician.

The analysis of objective, sometimes
revolutionary, political and ideological
changes in the country and Society that
took place in the decades of the 90’s of
the last century, revealed that for the
achievement of University goals the es-
tablishment of larger space is necessary.
The newly acquired autonomy would have
been merged with new University struc-
ture that was the way for transformation
of Medical Institute into University and
for that the preconditions were already
existed. The Author of this objective and
well founded request was Thilisi State Med-
ical University itself.

24th of November 1992 is the histor-
ic day for Higher Medical Education in
Georgia. The new stage was launched by
the transformation of Thilisi State Medi-
cal Institute into Thilisi State Medical
University.

Thilis State Medical University from
the very beginning found itself in the fore-
front of overcoming the XX1 century chal-
lenges of reforming medical education. In
1997 University has aready developed a
strategy of outcome-oriented teaching
methodology implementation. The strat-
egy has been developed on the bases of
European experts recommendations. Af-
ter al, University is a member of the As-

sociation of Medical Euro-
« pean Education (AMEE),
also a member of the World
* Federation for Medical Edu-
cation (WFME) and co-
= founder of the. East —Euro-
*| pean Association of Medical
Education (EEAME). Uni-
versity is not only the exec-

- 4 utor of legislative and rec-
ommendatory regulations of these Inter-
national Organizations, but also partici-
pated in the recommendations systemati-
zation process.

According to above mentioned ex-
perts modern, competitive International
Medica education considers the following
main points: Critical thinking, Informa-
tion management and Comunicative skills.
These are the basis for development of
basic sciences and public health, profes-
sional values and relations.

By 2006, the necessity of implemen-
tation already existing Law on Higher Ed-
ucation of Georgia on the one hand, and
the need of implementation full coverage
of European and global advantages of med-
ical education together with international
commitments to reform the system of
medical education on the other hand, have
put the medical community to face the
objective challenges.

The health care system with the old
regulatory and financial mechanisms was
poorly manageable. Accordingly, the tra-
ditional forms of training of qualified med-
ical professionals required innovative
changes. A three-stage system of higher
education (baccalaureate, magistracy and
doctorate) called for coordination with the
process of post-graduate education. All this
would make it possible to implement

harmoniously the “life-long learning prin-
ciples’, athough it's clear that the cre-
ation of such a continuum requires appro-
priate material and human resources.

All the aforesaid have caused a very
significant step in Georgia's system of
higher medical education - in 2006 Thilisi
State Medical Academy wasintegrated into
Thilis State Medical University. Themerg-
ing of these traditional medical schoolsin
TSMU as one Medical Institution united
also undergraduate and postgraduate med-
ical education facilitated multilateral de-
velopment of traditional medical and en-
tire natural sciences.

By 2007, the faculty of Therapeutic
Physical Training and Rehabilitation of
the State Academy of Physical Culture and
Sport joined TSMU.

To this highly significant union was
supplemented by competition for en-
gagement in academic positions conduct-
ed in 2006 and 2007. As a result of the
last competition there are 371 academic
personnel: full professors, associate pro-
fessors and assistant professors in TSMU.
Besides them, 350 invited teachers are in-
volved in academic process.

Thilis State Medical University col-
|aborates with more than 40 Universities
and centres, international scientific coop-
eration instigated to launch of numerous
joint projects of International or Nation-
a significance.

Nowadays TSMU has employed the
highly intelligent, highly qualified peda-
gogica personnel and scientists. The Uni-
versity traditions, experience, reputation/
authority and potential gives hope for its
further successful development.
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American Doctor
of Medicine Degree
Program

From 2012
academic year Thilis
State Medical

University (TSMU)
and Emory University
School of Medicine
(ESOM, Atlanta, USA)
will launch the joint
project to develop a
new “American
Program of Medicine”
at TSMU that is
modeled after the curriculum at Emory.

The program will be pilot and utilized on two
pilot groups (20-25 students) on the faculty of
Medicine at TSMU. The program is already
accredited by theMinistry of Scienceand Education
of Georgia and named as “ American Program of
medicine’.

Theprogramisfully integrated, English medium
and itsduration is 6 years.

The program graduates will be awarded by
Doctor of Medicine Degree—(MD).

Admission requirement: morethan 75% score
in English proficiency at State National Exams.

Tuition Fee: 8000 GEL for Georgian citizens
and 10000 USD (equivaentin GEL ) for oversess.
Thetuition feeisdetermined by:

Need of retraining of TSMU academic and
administrative staff in US (Emory School of
Medicine);

Invitation of ESOM academicand administrative
staff to Thilisi;

Provision and organization of USMLE exams
(students of the program should passUSMLE step
1 onthe 7th semester and step -2 at the completion
of the program);

Organization and provision of academic and
material recoursesfor so called premed Humanity
Studies (subjects like Anthropology, Art History,
Americanistics, Journalism, Philosophy and
Religionsarenew for TSMU) inthefirst 2 years.

EMORY

Scientific Phase —
whichisessential part of
the program - should be
utilized in high tech
laboratories asin US as
Georgia during 4-6
months.  Successful
studentscan proceed their
research at Emory School
of Medicineand get MPh
or/and PhD.

For provision of full integration of fundamental
and clinical subjectsthefollowing steps should be
done: re-equipment and modernization of smulator
center, development of information technologies
which are essential for modern learning and
evaluation process.

The curriculum was designed to produce
graduateswith thefollowing characteristics:

Superb clinicians with high professionalism,
outstanding clinical competency and problem
solving skills, and the ability to understand and
utilize basic scienceintheclinical setting.

Curious and cregtive thinkers with the ability
to utilize all availableresourcesto answer clinica
and research questionsand to appraiseinformation
criticaly.

Lifelong learners with the ability to take
ownership of their own present and future
educational needs.

Passionate people, passionate about medicine
and making adifference, involvedinand appreciative
of efforts to improve the health of the local and
globa communitiesandin socia justice.

Physicians committed to understanding the
sociological, psychological, and economicissuesof
the patient, the family, and the community.

Futureleaders eager and ableto play leadership
rolesintheir chosen field of medicineor biomedical
science.

Greetings from the
Student Government

|

J

d winner.

| would like to greet you on the behaf of the Student Gov-
ernment of Thilis State Medical University and congratule you,
the students, professors, teachers and administration on the
new academic year! | wish you to make this year successful!

2011- 2012 academic year was productive for the Student
1] Government. Our teams made successfully about 130 scientif-
ic, cultural, sport, social and other kind of projects, were lots of
students were invloved in. We participated in some interuni-
) versity events, such as “Universiade 2011 “
and “ Intellecual Championship”, where our team became the

, “Students’ Days”’,

We have been successful in the international arena:  Thilis
State Medical University Student was elected as member of the
board of the European Medical Student Association. Our stu-
dents participated in the International summits and comferenc-
es, such as “EMSA GA”, “EMSA NCM” and “EMSCON". The

European Pharmaceutic Student Association Georgia was established and the relationships
with European colleagueﬁ were developed. Last year was importantly successful because of

life and enjoy it with your friends!

the exchange programs. Our stu-
dents had clercships in the uni-
versity clinics in Netherlands,
o Austria, Germany, Hungery, Po-
land, France, Israel, Turkey.

I would like to address Thilisi
State Medical University Stu-
| dents, especialy the first year stu-
dents: you became the students
of the best university, where 41
foreign countries’ citizens are
studying. Last year about 73 for-
eign professors deliverd the lec-
tures at our university . It is a uni-
versity where the student life is
very active and motivating. Get
involoved actively in the student

GIGA SORDIA, Thepresident of the Sudent Gover nment

Joint Bachelor of Public
Health program at Thilisi
State Medical University

AEADEMT OF MANAGEMENT
AND PERFOEMANEE

From September, 2012 French - Georgian Bach-
elor program “Public Health and Management” has
been jointly worked out between Thilisi State Med-
ica University and the UniMan Academy of Man-
agement and Performance (“UniMan”, France).

From September, 2012 two pilot groups will
study this program running in Georgian on the first
and second year on the faculty of Public Health at
Thilisi State Medica University. Based on the own
statement, any student of the first or the second
year of the faculty of Public Health can apply to
this new Georgian-French program “ Public Health
and Management”.

Georgian-French program - “ Public Health and
Management” is running in Georgian language for
Georgian citizens and in English —for international
students.

The program graduates will be awarded by 2
diplomas:

1. Georgian diploma, approved by Georgianlaw

2. French diploma, approved by French law

The program duration is 4 years. Tuition Feeis
4 000 GEL for Georgian citizens and 4 000 USD -
for overseas.

Thilisi State

Medical University
 Participation in the
forum of the

International Association of
Medical Education

New Methods of Medical Education is being
rapidly devel oped with other scientific fields. New
methods such as Objective Structured Clinical

Examination ( OSCE ), computer-enhanced
teaching, evaluating and presentating technologies
havebeenimplementedinmedical field. Medical
education courses are annually reviewed and
renewed on the conference of the International &
Association of Medical Education (AMEE),
where sharing, exchanging and analyzing of
experienceisheld. TheAssociation for Medical
Education in Europe (AMEE) is a worldwide
organisation with members in 90 countries,
including Thilisi State Medical University.
AMEE organisesan annual conferenceand delivers
courses on teaching, assessment, simulation,

computer-enhanced learning, research and leadership
skills for teachers in medicine and the healthcare
professions.

TheAnnex of the Medical Newspaper isprepared by
SalomeKikvadze, Public Relations Department,

On August 25—30, 2012 the conferecne of the
Association for Medical Education in Europe was
heldin Lyon (France), wherethedelegation of Thilis
State Medical University participated in. The
delegation of Thilis State Medical University
§ was represented by Rector of Thilisi State
Medical University, Prof. Zurab Vadachkoria,
Deputy Rector, Prof. RimaBeriashvili, Head of
TSMU Department of Medical Education,
Research and Strategic Development, Prof.
Gaiane Simonia and Head of the Direction of
Endodontic of TSMU Department of
Odontology, Prof. Marina Mamaladze. An

Objective Structured Clinica Examination ( OSCE)
on the faculty of Stomatology of Thilisi State
Medical University has been led by Prof. Marina
Mamaladze. After three-step application process,
Prof. Marina Mamaladze's topic “Introducing
OSCE for Stomatology Education in Georgia:
Experience of Thilisi State Medical University “
was chosen to be presented on the conference of
the Association for Medical Education in Europe.
Prof. Marina Mamaladze presented her topic by
the electronic poster, which is a new form of
presentation and was used for the fisrt time on the
conferenceof theAssociation for Medica Education
in Europe. Prof. Marina Mamaladze’s poster
presentation caused the big interest among the
attenadnts and partici pants of the conferenceand it
was approved by the experts.
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