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WE CONGRATULATE YOU ON THE OCCASION OF THE START OF
THE NEW ACADEMIC YEAR!

Dear Students, Colleagues!

Administration of Tbilisi State
Medical University, academic and
representative councils and all ac-
ademic personnel congratulates
you on the occasion of the start of
the new academic year!

As it is known a new academ-
ic year takes on great significance,
met with sublime glorious, espe-
cially for first year students and
that's why | would like to extend a
special welcome to them and wish
great success on their way leading
to the professional development
and bright future that your Alma-
Mater - to be proud of you. Thanks
for choosing our University.

C MBS K

Here, rely-
ing on the rich-
est traditions
and strong
foundation you
will get you'll
get the knowl-
edge that will
guarantee
your success
in the profes-
sional activities
and progress
in your future
career.

This is
beginning of a
new life, and
that's why |
want to extend
a special
welcome  on
behalf of Tbilisi
State Medi-
cal University
wishing  suc-
cess in your
future arena.

| con-
gratulate the University academic
staff on the start of new academic
year, the daily work and devo-
tion of whom always served as a
strong foundation for high rating
of the University and its constant
progress and | am confident they
will continue favorite job — educa-
tion of future staff, development of
medical thinking and sciences, pa-
tient care and successful clinical
activities - with usual commitment
and sense of responsibility.

| congratulate our internation-
al students on the start of the new
academic year.

An important dynamics we

“"" "‘% ;

observe — during the last 7 years
a number of international students
at Tbilisi State Medical University
increased ten times as much, geo-
graphic area of our students ex-
panded - nowadays, the citizens
of 53 countries worldwide are
studying at TSMU. | am confident
and do hope that they will enjoy
responsive attitude and high qual-
ity teaching at Tbilisi State Medical
University.

| congratulate our partners,
strong supporters and numerous
alumni contributing to the progress
and development of Tbilisi State
Medical University on the occa-
sion of the start of the new aca-
demic year and should emphasize
that the success of our university
might be considered as their suc-
cess as well.

Together we can manage to
strengthen traditions of the uni-
versity to educate the competitive,
highly qualified doctors, nurses,
pharmacists, and health care orga-
nizers; to protect civil, professional
and moral principles, to maintain
the high reputation of doctors and
teachers to serve people’s health
and country in general. | am sure
that intellect, hard work and es-
pecially, love towards our univer-
sity and profession will help us to
overcome all the challenges step-
by-step.

Students, academic staff and
the administration of Tbilisi State
Medical University will do their
best for future victories of our
native University and progress of
our country in general.

Professor

Zurab Vadachkoria,
Rector

TSMU takes very seriously its
obligations to lead

of its students

to academic knowledge, per-
sonal confidence and

professional success.

STUDY MEDICINE IN

W /5 4

WELCOME AND CONGRATULATE!

Welcome and congratulate the
students and especially their fami-
lies who supported and helped
these students for so many years
in obtaining their goal of entering
Thilisi State Medical University.
Today you have entered in a new
phase of your life with a dream
for the future and we are proud to
have you here at the place where
big ideas and small details come
together. University is preparing
lifelong learners who will lead the
way in global researches, science
and education.

Thilisi State Medical University is
a progressive institution focused
on student achievement and suc-
cess. “Student’s life” is one of the
most exciting adventures of life.
You understand more of yourself
and about your capabilities. This

life gives you freedom as you are
at your own from now onwards.
Study is going to be more difficult.
Your responsibility and workload
would also increase, but you have
to be strong. Besides being full of
hard work it also contains much of
entertainment. You would be hav-
ing a great faculty and teachers.
This is your time now; you are go-
ing to take decision of your future
career. Decide your path and work
hard to achieve the destiny. Rise
above all and make history.

Thilisi State Medical University
transforms your dream into reality.

Assoc. Prof.

Davit Tophuria

Head of Department of
International Students
Education
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We hope you’ll join us in improving healthcare for the 21st

Dear Students,

Welcome to the Medical Fac-
ulty of Thilisi State Medical Univer-
sity.

Our Medical school is the most
outstanding educational centre not
only in Georgia but in whole Cau-
casus region. It is a place of learn-
ing and education. Our primary
mission is to train competent and
fully-rounded physicians and med-
ical researchers who will devote
themselves to seeking the truth.

Studying at university is a
real contrast to being a learner at
school and one of the real chal-
lenges is organizing your work and
activities. University is a very dif-
ferent environment to school, with
unique opportunities and chal-
lenges. You can no longer rely on
your parents and instead you must
sort things for yourself. Prepare to
be independent. The majority of
your learning is done outside the
classroom, and you're expected to
locate information by yourself.

Medical students represent

centu

an extremely limited selection of
people your age and they will tend
to be both very capable and hard
working. Studying medicine is very
much a marathon, not a sprint. It is
a 6 year course. Being a medical
student puts you in a very privi-
leged position, among the very top
students across the country.

As a dean of the faculty, | am
proud of what we have to offer.
You have joined our community
at a time when higher education
is undergoing rapid and dramatic
transformation. We live in an era
when knowledge is growing in im-
portance in addressing the world’s
most pressing problems. We live
in an era when human genome
discoveries reach the bedside,
minimally invasive and robotic
techniques revolutionize surgery.
We can soon realize the promise
of new stem cell therapies.

We see health care challenges
ahead that will require far more
creative, inter-disciplinary prob-
lem solving from physicians than

ever before. To do the most good
for the most people, physicians of
the future will need the confidence
and competence to fill multiple de-
manding roles.

Our students enjoy an atmos-
phere of collegiality with each
other and with our highly qualified
faculty and administrators, who
provide a superb education as
well as personal support. Faculty
of Medicine of Tbilisi State Medi-
cal University is a great place to
get an education in medicine and
you are here because you deserve
to be and because you can bring
something new and exciting to this
diverse learning community.

We hope you'll join us in im-
proving healthcare for the 21st
century.

So again welcome to Medical
Faculty of the Thilisi State Medical
University.

Professor
Tinatin Chikovani
Dean of the Faculty of Medicin

All my best wishes for your success

It is my great pleasure to wel-
come first-year students and con-
gratulate you on the beginning of a
new, special stage in your life. You
have chosen a dynamic and chal-
lenging health profession dedicat-
ed to improving and maintaining
physical mobility, independence,
health and well-being.

Faculty of Physical Medicine
and Rehabilitation is the young-
est and rapidly developing faculty
of the TSMU. Modern rehabilita-
tive medicine is a crucial compo-
nent to effective health care, and
like many disciplines within health
care, is often a calling for the
strongest professionalism and
permanent knowledge update.

Professors - the faculty and
staff will put much time and effort
into teaching you rehabilitation
principles and programs, reha-
bilitation system and practices,
current and developing reha-
bilitation technologies. Academic

staff is committed to providing an
education program that is well-
grounded in the basic, social and
clinical sciences in order to pro-
duce competent and compassion-
ate clinicians who are skilled in
the areas of critical thinking and
inquiry, clinical problem-solving,
making evidence-based clinical
decisions; helping you develop the
knowledge, skills and experience
you need to effectively solve the
strongest health problems during
your professional career.

You will obtain research skills
and will be involved into the stu-
dents’ research projects.

You will learn and work as part
of a team. Health care, today, is
more and more delivered by teams
of professionals from different dis-
ciplines working in collaboration to
provide the best and safest care
possible. You will be prepared to
function competently and crea-
tively as members of a multidisci-

plinary team of professionals in a
dynamic health care environment.

TSMU administration con-
stantly cares for equipment of clin-
ical bases of the faculty according
to the current standards. You will
study in different departments of
basic and clinical sciences, work
in a variety of clinical settings of
the university and affiliated with
the university.

We expect you to grow not just
in knowledge but also in compas-
sion and commitment during your
time here and to use these traits
wisely in serving your profession
and society.

| offer you all my best wishes
for your success. Congratulations!

Professor Lela MASKHULIA
MD. PhD.

Dean of the Faculty of
Physical Medicine and
Rehabilitation

Studying here is the best decision

My name is Pravin Kishore
Thangasamy. | joined Thilisi State
Medical University last year and
now I'm going to second year.
Studying here is the best deci-
sion | have made in my life. Tbilisi
State Medical University being the
largest university in the cauca-
sian region has proved to be the
transparent of all. Ensuring this
the TSMU Student Self Govern-
ment works to solve the problems
and queries of students . The Self
Government has helped the stu-
dents with study and visa process
work , guiding them and helping
them. When we first arrived, the
Self- Government under leader-
ship from TharakaDunuwila, orga-

Thilisi State Medical Universi
offers you several ways:
the way to be professional.4&

| have made in my life

nized the freshers week for us first
students. During the initial time the
representative of the student self-
government toured the University
Departments and University Clin-
ics. To cultivate and develop dif-
ferent culture and community the
Self Government has organised
different festivity parties. Many
Georgian concerts have been set
up to educate about the Geor-
gian arts and culture to us . The
Self Government having various
branches itself has helped the
budding talents in the University to
take the spot light . Many debate
competitionshave been conduct-
ed among the first year Faculty
of medicine to find the talent and

the way to be better professional...

the way to be the best professional...

encourage them. A talent concert
“Chrizellenz 2K16’ was conducted
and many first year showed up
their talent. Working on its motto
it always ensured that the voice
of each student was delivered to
the right person. Being the most
active organization TSMU Student
Self Government has been a big
support and guide to us. | thank
the Students Self Government for
providing us with a wonderful and
a memorable first year.

Pravin Kishore
Thangasamy

student of Il semester
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Welcome and congratulations on your acceptance to the American Program of TSMU

Thilisi State Medical University
has always been a pioneer of inno-
vative and successful projects. One
of those, American MD Program,
established in collaboration with
Emory University School of Medi-
cine was launched in 2013-2014
educational year under the depart-
ment of medicine at Thilisi State
Medical University (TSMU).

American MD Program is or-
ganized under the leadership of
Professor Rima Beriashvili, Vice
Rector of TSMU, Professor George
Giorgobiani, Professor of Surgery,
and Dr. Archil Undilashvili, Assis-
tant Professor of Public Health at
Emory University.

American MD Program is fully
based on Emory School of Medi-
cine curriculum and instruction is
conducted in English. Emory Uni-
versity Professors along with their
colleagues from TSMU are actively
involved in planning, implementa-
tion and quality management of the
United States medical education
model in Georgia.

Drs. Kenneth Walker, Profes-
sor of Medicine and Neurology,
Honorary Citizen of Georgia and
Thilisi, Bill Elley, Vice Dean for Edu-
cation, Gordon Churchward, As-
sistant Dean for Education, Mary
Jo Lechovitz, Professor of Oncol-
ogy and other professors of Emory
University School of Medicine
regularly visit TSMU and conduct
lectures and grand rounds for stu-
dents and faculty of the American
MD Program, as well as work on
faculty development and program
monitoring. Faculty and administra-
tion of the program from the TSMU
also regularly visits Emory School
of Medicine to observe the method-
ology of American Medical Educa-

tion on site. Such collaboration and
exchange of the professors and
personnel between two institutions
makes implementation and execu-
tion of new methodologies smooth-
er and more efficient.

American MD Program pro-
vides students with the education
and skills necessary to pass US
Medical License examinations par-
ticipate in clinical trainings at Emo-
ry’s Clinical Bases in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, USA and qualify for the medical
residency programs in the United
States of America.

Clinical Research externship
and discovery phase opportunities
with the world’s leading research
centers, such as Walter Reed Army
Research Unit Georgia at the Lugar
Laboratory in Thilisi is one of the ex-
citing highlights of the program.

program also provides vari-
ous other opportunities, such
workshops, clinical observerships,
summer certificate programs, etc.
at Emory University.

Education Model of the Ameri-
can MD Program
includes complete

nificant feature of integrated tuition
is active demonstration of clinical
cases (patient, simulated patient
or clinical history), which helps stu-
dents in development of indepen-
dent clinical habits. The modern
teaching methodologies of program
contain but are not limited to prob-
lem solving, evidence based medi-
cine, case presentation and par-
ticipation in various interdisciplinary
team work activities.

Along with the foundation sub-
jects of medicine, significant accent
is made on humanities, such as so-
cial-cultural and medical anthropol-
ogy, history of civilization, history of
art, philosophy, psychology, world
literature, etc. Such curriculum en-
riches students’ general education
and assures successful communi-
cation skills with the future patients,
colleagues and society in general.

Course called “Becoming a
Doctor” starts in the beginning of
the first semester and follows the
curriculum throughout 6 years.
Aiming at development of basic

=

clinical and behavioral skills, such
as bedside manners, history taking,
clinical examination, etc. “Becoming
a Doctor” Course prepares students
for medical profession.

The working group, “Curricu-
lum Committee”, which includes
professors as well as students
of the American MD Program, is
charged with identification, discus-
sion and solution of the strengths,
challenges, and opportunities as
well as student and faculty affairs
and is a firsthand gatekeeper for the
quality of the program.

“‘Summer at Emory” - 4 week
certificate program at Emory Univer-
sity is a course specially designed
for the students of the American
MD program. “Summer at Emory”,
introduces participants to US medi-
cal education, Health care System
and Medical services. Highlight of
this program is an opportunity to
experience clinical activities at the
bedside of the patient with the peer
students and residents from Emory
University School of Medicine.

integration of basic,
preclinical and clini-
cal subjects. This
type of education
has many benefits:
basic  knowledge
is enriched with
clinical aspects and
basic subjects are
taught in combina-
tion with clinical
disciplines  which
eases clinical cor-
relation of different
disciplines associ-
ated with individual
organ systems. Sig-

Every summer, 10 to15 American
MD Students attend “Summer at
Emory” program in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, USA. Program was first intro-
duced in August 2013 and repeats
every year since, thus, became a
tradition for the second year stu-
dents. 3rd group of the students is
preparing to go to Emory University
in August 2016.

Soon entire Thilisi State Medi-
cal University and American MD
Program will close its 2015-2016
academic year and start prepara-
tion to welcome new class of 2022.

Welcoming events for the in-
coming class are always filled with
joy and celebration. Traditional
event, marking students’ transition
from high school to medical soci-
ety is highlighted with White Coat
Ceremony. During the ceremony
Rector of the University, professor
Zurab Vadachkoria, His Excellency,
Ambassador of The United States,
other faculty and administrative
personnel of TSMU, professors
from Emory University other distin-
guished guests will put white coats
on new students as a symbol of
their entrance in to Medical profes-
sion.

Welcome and congratulations
on your acceptance to the American
Program of TSMU . We are thrilled
that you will be joining our family!

Archil Undilashvili,

MD MPH MBA MHA

FACP

Head of USMD program
Professor of

Behavioral Sciences and
Health Education

Emory University School of
Public Health

The achievements of Thilisi
State Medical University (TSMU)
in the field of International relations
are of great significance. English-
instructed medical educational
programs, offered by Thilisi State
Medical University have 20 years of
history. Nowadays, more than 2000
students from 58 countries world-
wide (India, Sri Lanka, Turkey, the
US, Canada, Israel, Germany, Ni-
geria, Iraq, Australia, Fiji, Central
America, and etc.) are studying at
TSMU. TSMU Faculty of Medicine
offers medical education in Eng-
lish for international students since
1996; Faculty of Physical Medicine
and Rehabilitation — since 2008,
but the Faculty of Pharmacy - 2013,
respectively. Since 2012 Russian-

instructed MD programs
for international students

were launched at the
Faculties of Medicine and
Dentistry.

In 2012, Joint Interna-
tional Bachelor's Program
in “Public Health and Man-
agement” with UniMan
Academy of Management
and Performance (France)
was introduced by the
TSMU Faculty of Public
Health. Upon completion
of the program a dual
diploma - Georgian and
French will be issued that gives the
alumni more opportunities for em-
ployment in the labor market and
to proceed with continuous medical
education that makes the program
attractive.

Since 2015, due to the efforts
made by Tbilisi State Medical Uni-
versity and UniMan “Academy of

International Management and
Performance” (France) joint In-
ternational Master's Program in

“Public Health Management and
Health Policy” was developed
and launched at TSMU Faculty of
Public Health. In 2013 the “US MD
Program”, a joint project which has
been developed and implemented
with the cooperation of the Thbilisi

State Medical University (TSMU)
and Emory University (Atlanta,
U.S.) School of Medicine (ESOM)
was established.

In 2015, according to the
agreement signed between TI-
LAC-’s (Tyrol hospitals Union) - the
Western Education Centre (AZW),
Georgian-Austrian  Bachelor  of
Nursing program allowing TSMU
nurses to be trained and gain inter-
national experience in the Clinics of
Austria.

TSMU is a full member of the
following authoritative international
organizations and associations:
International Association For Medi-
cal Education (AMEE), European
University Association (EUA), Eu-
ropean Medical Students’ Asso-
ciation (EMSA), Eurasian Silk Road
Universities Consortium (ESRUC)
and etc. TSMU has a close collabo-
ration with World health Organiza-
tion (WHO) and World Federation
for Medical Education (WFME) and
etc.

At present, TSMU is the part-
ner of more than 120 universities
and University Clinics from 40
countries worldwide; collaboration
with them is regulated on the basis
of bilateral agreements and / or joint
international projects (TEMPUS,
ERASMUS MUNDUS, ERASMUS

+, MEVLANA).

In 2013, Thilisi State Medical
University has achieved great suc-
cess in the prestigious competition
within the EU educational programs
ERASMUS MUNDUS, namely the
consortium MEDEA (MEDical Uni-
vErsities Alliance), comprised with
the universities of the Western and
Eastern Europe, was funded. Thilisi
State Medical University is an initia-
tor, and the regional coordinator of
this project.

Within the frames of the pro-
gram, mobility (one semester or
more) of bachelors, masters, doc-
toral students, post doctoral stu-
dents and young researchers are
fully-funded. Since 2015 TSMU is
actively involved in various ERAS-
MUS + projects.

According to the above-men-
tioned program every year more
than 300 students, academic and
administrative staff of TSMU partici-
pates in short- or long-term mobility
programs at undergraduate, master
and doctoral levels in US (Emory
University, University of Scranton),
Germany (Munich Ludwig Maximil-
ian University Clinics, Oldenburg
Cardiology Clinic, Berlin Charite
University Clinic, Cottbus Univer-
sity Clinic and etc), in Austria (Vein
Medical University), in Belgium
(Leuven Catholic University), in
Poland (Lublin Medical Univer-
sity, Poznan Medical University,
Gdansk Medical University), in Bul-
garia (Pleven Medical University),
in France (Marseille Mediterranean
University, Toulouse Paul Sabatier
University) and etc.

Thilisi State Medical Univer-
sity staff participate in the working
groups of the main medical edu-
cation regulatory organizations in
Europe - International Association
For Medical Education (AMEE) and
MEDINE, where the standards of
medical education and normative

documents are elaborated; It is
worthy to mention that from non-EU
Universities in MEDINE working
groups participated just Thbilisi State
Medical University and Ankara Uni-
versity.

Thilisi State Medical University
is on the list of the international di-
rectories of WHO and IMED, which
allows the graduates to be em-
ployed in any country after passing
the licensing exam / screening test
(USMLE, PLAB, YOK, etc.).

In 2015, 195 students and
graduates of TSMU applied to
the appropriate regulatory body
for passing the United States
Medical Licensing Examination
(USMLE).

Since 2012 TSMU runs the
program that considers invitation
of leading Professors of US, EU
countries, Great Britain, Turkey
and Israel. In 2012-2016, within
the frames of the project more than
300 foreign Professors delivered
thematic lectures in different fields
of basic and clinical medicine and
provided medical activity of differ-
ent types, more than 100 charity
operations were performed.

The success of Thilisi State
Medical University, largely deter-
mines its international and global
image. That's why more and more
young people became interested in
studying at our University.

An interesting and dynamic
educational programs, qualified
staff, effective management, edu-
cation and high internationalization
standard of education and activi-
ties, modern scientific-research in-
frastructure - all these conditions
are defining increasing success of
Thilisi State Medical University on
the international arena.

MD.Ph.D Davit DelibaSvili,
Head of the Department
of International Affairs
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