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ADMINISTRATION OF TBILISI STATE MEDICAL UNIVERSITY, ACADEMIC AND REPRESENTATIVE COUNCILSANDALL ACADEMIC
PERSONNEL CONGRATULATES YOU ON THE OCCASION OF THE START OF THE NEW ACADEMIC YEAR!

Dear students and colleagues

As it is known a new academic
year takes on great significance, met
with sublime glorious, especialy for
first year students and that's why |
would like to extend a special
welcome to them and wish great
success on their way leading to the
professional development and bright
future that your Alma-Mater - to be
proud of you. Thanks for choosing
our University.

Here, relying on the richest
traditions and strong foundation you
will get you'll get the knowledge that
will guarantee your success in the
professional activities and progress
in your future career.

This is beginning of a new life,
and that’s why | want to extend a
specia welcome on behalf of Thilis
State Medical University wishing
success in your future arena.

| congratulate the University
academic staff on the start of new
academic year, the daily work and

devotion of whom aways served as
a strong foundation for high rating
of the University and its constant
progress and | am confident they will
continue favorite job — education of
future staff, development of medical
thinking and sciences, patient care
and successful clinical activities -
with usual commitment and sense of
responsibility.

| congratulate our international
students, the number of which in
current academic year will exceed
1700, on the start of the new
academic year.

An important dynamics we
observe — during the last 4 years a
number of international students at
Thilisi State Medical University
increased seven times as much,
geographic area of our students
expanded - nowadays, the citizens
of about 40 countries worldwide are
studying at TSMU. | am confident
and do hope that they will enjoy

responsive attitude and high quality
teaching at Thilisi State Medical
University.

| congratulate our partners,
strong supporters and numerous
alumni contributing to the progress
and development of Thilisi State
Medical University on the occasion
of the start of the new academic year
and should emphasize that the
success of our university might be
considered as their success as well.

Together we can manage to

strengthen traditions of the
university to educate the
competitive, highly qualified

doctors, nurses, pharmacists, and
health care organizers; to protect
civil, professional and moral
principles, to maintain the high
reputation of doctors and teachers
to serve people’s health and country
in general. | am sure that intellect,
hard work and especially, love
towards our university and

profession will help us to overcome
al the challenges step-by-step.
Students, academic staff and the
administration of Thilisi State
Medical University will do their best
for future victories of our native

University and progress of our
country in general.

Pr ofessor

ZURAB VADACHKORIA,
Rector of Thilis State
Medical University

AMERICAN MD PROGRAM AT TBILIS STATE MEDICAL
UNIVERSTY FROI\/I THE NEW ACADEMIC YEAR

Moreover, thesociety is
strict particularly with
doctors. Success can
not be achieved without
profes-sionalism and
com-petence, and these
arethe prerequi-sitesfor

‘ a high-quality
T 250 education.
EMORY — Thilisi StateMedical
University (TSMU) is
Thisprogram givesthegraduates  one of the most prestigious medical

opportunity to work asadoctor over
80 countries around the world.
Modern World requires high
standards in any sphere, and this
regards to Medicine as well.

schools in the Caucasus. It offers
students lots of interesting and
important innovations, and in this
case, the news deserves the greatest
attention.

From September 2013, TSMU
startsAmerican MD Program, ajoint
project which has been developed
and implemented with the
cooperation of the Emory University
School of Medicine (ESOM) and the
Thilisi State Medical University
(TSMU).

The programis created in away,
that students pass the two steps of
the United StatesMedical Licensing
Examination (USMLE) during the
educational process. It should be
noted, that the graduates of TSMU
have always had the opportunity to
take International Licensing
examinations, for what, they required

extratimeto prepare for the specific
exams . With the new program
praparation for the USMLE steps is
inseparable part of the study
process, that saves up time, energy
and expenses.

The goal of the program is to
bring up higly competitive and
qualified physicianson International
scale, who areready for postgraduate
education and the specific training
courses both in Georgia and abroad.
During the study process basic and
clinical disciplines are fully
integrated,which gives a student
possibility to get involvedin clinical
activity and at the same time do

scientific research. It is also note-
worthy, that the students will have
chanceto dotheir research and some
part of theclinical clerkshipsat Emory
University.

Upon the successful completion
of the course, students will be
awarded the MD degree.

Students actively involved in
scientific research will have
possibility to get the degree of
Master of Medical Sciences together
withthe M.D. degree.

Duration of the study courseis6
(six) years. Georgian citizensshould
apply through the National Exams.

BACHELOR’'S PR

The bachelor program of Public
Health and Management

Award qualification - Thebachelor
of Public Health and Management.

Theamount of the program — 280
ECTS credits (one credit is equals 30
hours). The duration of the programis 4

years (8 semesters, 35 credits — in one
semester). Tuition Feeis4 000 GEL for
Georgian citizens and 4 000 USD - for
oversesas.

Study Language — English and
Russian.

The aim of the educational
program — is the preparation of
qualified specialists who will be able to
conduct professional activities in the
health care system and to perform the
appropriate functions of public health
specialist in the field of preventive
medicine.

The bases of the educational
program of public health and management
isthe agreement between TSSU and The

GRAM

academy of management—“UNIMAN”,
which arethe authorized higher education
institutions according to Georgian and
French legidation. Therefore they are
responsible for undertaking educational
activities to develop educational
programs and realize scientific-research
activities.

Theacademic degreewill beawarded
by Georgian and French diplomas
recognized by relevant states (Bachelor

academic degree). After completing the
educational program graduateswill have
two types of diplomas: Georgian —
recognized by Georgian Government on
the basics of legislation. And a French
diploma — recognized by the French
Government on the basics of their
legislation. The Diplomas will give
students a sensitive awareness of
identifying their self-redlizationin France
aswell.




n SEPTEMBER

Annex to the “Medical Newspaper”

PARTICIPATION OF TBILISI STATE MEDICAL
UNIVERSITY IN TEMPUS FUNDED PROJECT MUMEENA
“"MODERNIZING UNDERGRADUATE MEDICAL
EDUCATION IN EU EASTERN NEIGHBORING AREA”

Since 2011 Tbilisi State Medical
University (TSMU) participates in TEMPUS
funded three year project “Modernizing
undergraduate medical education in EU
Eastern Neighboring area”. Project
implementation group at our university is
represented by Professor Gaiane Simonia
(local coordinator), TSMU Rector,
Professor Zurab Vadachkoria, Deputy
Rector, Professor Rima
Beriashvili, Associated
Professors Maia Okujava and
Ia Pantsulaia.

The project was
elaborated by TSMU |
Department of medical
education, research and |
strategic development; thus,
all planned activities at first
have to be piloted in our
university and subsequent
sharing of gained experience
to other partner universities.

The main goal of the project is
elaboration of undergraduate integrated
medical curriculum based on AMEE,
MEDINE and WFME standards; setting of
Faculty Development Units per
participating partner country, conducting
trainings of academic staff at EU partner
universities, organizing annual conferences
on actual issues of medical education with
participation of internationally recognized
medical education experts.

In addition to Tbilisi State Medical
University and I.Javakhishvili Tbilisi State
University, participants of the project are:
University of Leeds (UK), University
Medical Center Utrecht (the Netherlands),
University of Granada (Spain), Sacre Coure
Catholic University in Rome (Italy), Kiev
and Ivano-Frankovsk Medical Universities
(Ukraine), Baku and Nakhichevan Medical
Universities.

Coordinator of the project is the
President of European Association for
Medical Education, Director of the

Institute of Medical Education,
Professor Trudie Roberts.

Up to now the following
activities envisaged by the project
have been carried on at TSMU:

e Elaboration of the action
plan Needs analysis for
curriculum change at TSMU”;

e Analytical review “Health Care
System in Georgia”

e Seven professors from TSMU
(G.Simonia, M.Okujava, N.Okujava,

I.Andronikashvili, D.Topuria,
P.Machavariani and Z.Kirtava) were
trained at Utrecht University Medical
Center in CBCR (case-based clinical
reasoning) methodology (the Netherlands,
March, 2012);

o TSMU four professors (R.Beriashvili,
Z.Bokhua, I.Kvachadze and G.Simonia)
were trained at University of Leeds in
setting Faculty Development Center (UK,
April,2012);

e Five professors from TSMU
(I.LKvachadze, I.Pantsulaia, M.Okujava,
T.Chikovani, G.Simonia) were trained in
research methodology at the University
of Granada (Spain, June, 2012);

o In April 2012 TSMU Professor, Head
of the Department of Odontology Marina
Mamaladze participated in training “OSCE
methodology in stomatology) that took
place at the University of Leeds;

e In June 2013, Seminar and
workshops on modernizing Public Health
teaching were conducted at Rome Sacre
Cuore Catholic University with
participation of TSMU Rector, Professor
Z.Vadachkoria, Deputy Rector, Professor
R.Beriashvili, Professor L.Baramidze and
Professor G.Simonia.

e In October 2012 Faculty
Development Unit was set at TSMU which
has been run by the Department of Medical
education, Research and Strategic
development. Up to now nine trainings
have been conducted at the FDU, among
them in December 2012 Seminar and
Workshops on Medical Education were
conducted by visiting professors from
University of Leeds.

e Starting from January 2012, CBCR
course was introduced at the Department
of Physical Diagnosis which was greatly
appreciated by 3rd year medical students.

The process of implementation of the
project was positively evaluated by EC
repreentative, Dr. Klaus Haupt in his
official letter (May, 2013) sent to the
Project Coordinator, Professor Trudie
Roberts. In his letter he stated significant
contribution of TSMU in successful
implementation of the project, in
particular, creation of Faculty
Development Unit which was set jointly
by TSMU administration and TEMPUS
project.

IN CLINICAL SKILLSCENTER -
Use Smulatorsfor your Safe Practice!

Since 24 April, 2004 Clinical Skills
Laboratory, afterwards Clinical Skills
Center has been functioning in Thilis
StateMedical University.

With the support of Thilisi State
Medical University AuthoritiesClinical
Skills Center was equipped by the
smulatorsand mulgesfromworldleading
smulators companies, suchas” Laerda”,
“Gaumard”, “3B Scientific”, “Kyoto
Kagaku” and “Nasco Life/Form’. Also,
USA Advance Technologic Company
“Anatomage’ product-touch-screentable
isheldin Clinical SkillsCenter. Different
patient case examination datadiscussion
and real size body virtual dissection are
availableonthe” Anatomage” teble.

Since 2012-2013 education year
clinical skills are involved in TSMU
Medical Faculty main curriculum.
Clinical skillsarelearnt to medicd faculty
11,1V and VI year students starting from
elementary nursing skills till critical

resuscitation patient complete case
review. Inclinica SkillsCenter Pharmacy
Faculty Il year studentshave practicein
First Aid and Adult Patient and Child
Care basic procedures, also Nurse
Professional Program Il and 11l year
nursesand midwivesget practiceinbasic
nursing and midwifery skills.

There are OSCE (Objective
Structured Clinical Examination) type

examsinClinicad SkillsCenter, whichtask
difficulty depends on the suitable
curricula. Theexam isheld in different
rooms, so called “Stations’, among
which studentsrotate and show up their
abilitiesinvariousmedical skills(I1 year
students - 3 stations for Adult Patient
Care; 1V year students - 3 stations:
Resuscitation, Surgery, Adult Patient
Care; VI year students - 7 stations:
Gynecology, Neonatology,
Ophthalmology, Otology, Surgery,
Cardiopulmonary  Auscultation,
Resuscitation).

TheClinical Skills Center Staff
actively involved in different
orgianand Internationa programs,
anges workshops, symposiaand
ferences. Also, Clinical Skills

Lenter was the base for about 1500
nurses OSCE exam from all theregions
of Georgia

So, TSMU students/residents have

unique capability to gain basic medical
skills according the Medical Education
Program Branch Characteristics’
Competenceswithout leaving Georgia.
Thisisan excellent chance for Georgia
and its partner countries.

“TSMU IS A STRONG FOUNDATION FOR OUR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT..."
“THERE IS NO DEARTH OF OPPORTUNITIES HERE...”

The editorial staff of Medical Newspaper of Thilisi State
Medical University would like to ask you couple questions, as
excellent students of English Medium. Thank you so much
that you found thetime for usto answer these questions during

the busy period of final exams.

- Why did you decide to study at
Thilis State Medical University?

- BalaJi Vasanthasekar: It wasmy
lifelong dreamto liveinaforeign country
and achieve something. TSMU was
recommended by arelativeand | grabbed
my opportunity and got here.

- Shyam Tantry : With the dream
of becoming adoctor, | decided to come
to Thilisi State Medical University in
hopes of getting more exposure to
medical knowledge, gain wide expertise
in modern methods of patient treatment
and management.

- How did Geor gianshost you and
how was the first impression about
Georgian reality?

- BalaJi Vasanthasekar: Most of
them were very warm and welcoming.
They surprisingly knew more about the
Indiaand its culture than | anticipated.

- Shyam Tantry: Coming to a
foreign country | was initially a bit
hesitant, but Georgians proved to be
warm and hospitable. Eventhough asmall
country, it hasit'sown cultural diversity,
avariety of deliciousfood, afun way of
holding toasts in “supras’/dinner party,
overal aonceinalifetimeexperience.

- What can you tell us now about
Thilisi State Medical University, its
atmosphereand about thefriendsyou
made over there?

- BalaJi Vasanthasekar: TSMU
hasan amazingly diverseatmosphereand
everybody’sfriendly and willing to help.

- e
- Y

-

Over thepast 6 years, I'vemadean army
of unforgettable friends and great
memories that'll be very hard to leave
behind.

- Shyam Tantry: Thilisi State
Medical University, being one of the
oldest and renowned universitiesherehas
its affiliations with various universities
across the world. | believe that for any
aspiring student, there is no dearth of
opportunities here. Further, with chances

of interacting with other foreign students
from Trinidad, Mauritius, Turkey etc.
|earning becomes much more enriching.
The faculty and staff are kind and
cooperative.

- What can you tell us about the
studying process? What about the
favorite subject from the curriculum
or the favorite teacher?

- BalaJdi Vasanthasekar: The
curriculum is designed to match the
western quality of medicine and though
the Department of Overseas Students
Education of TSMU is still young,
they’ ve managed to do a great job
teaching us and | can proudly say we
were trained by the best. If | were to

choose a favorite teacher and subject |
would go with Prof. Zviad Kirtavafrom
Internal medicine and Prof. Tinatin
Chikovani, Our Dean.

- Shyam Tantry: Studiesbasicaly
3yearsof preclinical studies, comprising
of basic sciences followed by 3 years of
clinical medicine, which are mostly spent
atending classesin varioushospitalsand
looking after patients. About favorite
teachers| agreeto my friend - | havea
strong foundation in these subjects due
to these outstanding teachers.

-What kind of roledothepractical
seminars play in your professional
career?

- BalaJi Vasanthasekar : Clinical
skill isanimportant quality for adoctor,
and the practical seminars have givenus
the confidence and skill werequire.

- Shyam Tantry: Over the course
of 6 years, | had the chance to attend
various seminarsand |l ectures conducted
by many renowned professors visiting
our University. | consider themabig plus-
point to my clinical education.

- What are your future goals?
Whereareyou going to continueyour
postgraduate studying? How do you
think the knowledge you gained will
help you to develop as a doctor in
relative medical fields?

- BalaJi Vasanthasekar : | planon
doing my further studiesintheUSand |
plan on pursuing Internal Medicine. A
building is only as strong as its
foundation and TSMU hasdoneadecent
job in preparing me for my future and
given me the base | need to become a
successful doctor.

- Shyam Tantry: | planto pursuea
residency in Internal Medicinein United
States, and a then later a fellowship in
Cardiology. In my final year, thanks to
TSMU administration and Dr. Kenneth
Walker, | got thiswonderful opportunity
to do 2 months of clinical clerkship in
one of the top-notch institutions in
America - Emory University. It was an
amazing experiencewhich helped greatly
to enhance my clinical skills and learn
the most recent advancements in
medicine. Therefore, | am glad to hear
about the US-MD program, giving the
future prospective students a much
better opportunity to pursue post
graduation in the United States.
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